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Will the derelict Skindles site finally get a makeover? ï see page 5. 
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Chairmanõs   Foreword 
 

 

 

Say goodbye to fifty shades of grey.  Welcome instead to the first full-colour and 

altogether more wholesome edition of Civic Society News.  Weôve talked about it for 

a long time but now, with digital colour printing, itôs become affordable.  No more 

monochrome landscapes.  Iôm sure weôll all appreciate the difference.  And you 

wonôt need to hide your copy from the neighbours!   

 

Weôve a packed edition this quarter with lots happening on all fronts.  Befitting our 

new Technicolor world, weôve launched an exciting new prize art competition, called 

Maidenhead and Me.  Inspired by all the changes proposed for our town, itôs a 

community event in which contestants are invited to portray ñwhat Maidenhead 

means to meò.   Full details are enclosed, including an entry form.   

 

The Royal Institute of British Architects competition to design a scheme to invigorate 

the Broadway triangle has been won by a young London firm, Studio Egret West, a 

medium sized company of international architects, urban and landscape designers 

with a growing reputation.  I was fortunate as chair of PRoM to be invited to join the 

judging panel and we were unanimous in our first choice.  More than 30 architectural 

practices had entered, including a wealth of respected names.    

 

The town centreôs regeneration programme ï and what is being done to achieve it ï 

has led to the town being been shortlisted for a business award.  Maidenhead is one of 

two finalists in the Town of the Year category in the inaugural Thames Valley 

Property Awards.  Vying with us for the title is Wokingham. 

 

Consultation of the emerging Borough Local Plan closed in early March.  Comments 

received will be used to frame the pre-submission version of the plan which will 

regulate development up to March 2030.  A further public consultation will precede 

examination by a government planning inspector.   

 

Hundreds of residents of Taplow and Maidenhead took the opportunity to look at 

proposals for the redevelopment of the former Taplow Mill site, including Skindles, 

at public exhibitions staged last month by the site's new owners Berkeley Homes.   

 

They saw a ñmasterplanò which the developer said was in line with the councilôs 

approved policy for a sensitive, conservation-led approach.  The scheme proposes 

230 homes, mainly apartments.  Although Skindles would disappear to be replaced 

by a restaurant and flats, historic buildings, like the listed Glen Island House and Mill 

Island House would be conserved and remodelled also for residential use.  But while  
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there is much to appreciate in the approach, we had expected more as Martin 

McNamee reports in Planning Matters.     

  

Our visit to London to tour the new BBC Broadcasting House in June is a sell-out.  I 

look forward to seeing the other lucky 49 on the bus!  Weôre also looking at the 

possibility of a behind-the-scenes tour of the Royal Albert Hall sometime.  If you 

have suggestions for other places of interest youôd like to visit, please do get in touch. 

 
Bob Dulson  
 

 

 
 

Subscription Reminder! 

 

 

 

 

   

 

We would like to remind our members who pay by cheque 

that your subscriptions are due on June 1
st
.  If you would like 

to change the way you pay to a Standing Order the details are: 

Lloyds Bank, Sort Code 30-95-36, Account Number 

00277876.  Subscriptions have not changed for the coming 

year but could you please check that your Standing Order is 

for the correct amount as listed below.  Your prompt payment 

would be appreciated as this helps the Society carry out its 

good work on behalf of the members and to the benefit of 

Maidenhead. 

 

Single membership      £12.00 

Family Membership (2 members at one address)  £18.00 
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Planning Matters 
 

 

We submitted our response to the Borough Local Plan in mid-February and await 

progress to the next stage.  Our main concern is over the number of houses 

Maidenhead is being asked to provide and the adequacy of supporting infrastructure.  

Our detailed comments can be accessed through the website.  It is hoped that many 

members of Maidenhead Civic Society responded as individuals.  It was a very 

daunting document, and it will be interesting to see what level of response there has 

been.  We have also been involved in briefing sessions regarding the York Road 

Opportunity Area, which will see the redevelopment of the southern end of St Ives 

Road, the Town Hall car park and Grove Road car park.  This will be situated on the 

western bank of the York Stream element of the Waterways project.  

 

We had a briefing session and site visit on the landscaping proposals for the 

Waterways ring in the town centre which aim to make it more inviting, accessible and 

attractive.  There has been some concern expressed about the removal of trees and 

shrubs from York Stream (see also page 11).  This was necessary to facilitate the 

lining of the stream bed which will prevent loss of water from the system. We are 

assured that the replacement planting will enhance the final outcome. 

 

Of course, there has also been consultation on the outline proposals for Mill Lane, 

Taplow and the redevelopment of Taplow Paper Mill and Skindles.  You will be 

aware that there is considerable disappointment at the lack of vision indicated by 

Berkeley Homes.  The majority of new dwellings front the Jubilee River, and the 

height and scale of the three proposed apartment blocks are a cause for concern.   

 
 

 
 

Artist's impression of apartments on former mill land alongside the Jubilee River 
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New development facing the Thames is limited, but Skindles would become a 

combination of restaurant and residential apartments.  The concept of a hotel 

remaining on the site appears to have been intentionally omitted.  Even a ñrestaurant 

with roomsò would be a more enhanced leisure facility.  In fact there is a distinct lack 

of attention to the leisure potential of the site ï no marina or other water related 

activities.  There is also a lack of access to the river bank, although we are 

encouraged that there appears to be an ongoing commitment to the concept of a 

footbridge link to the Ray Mill Island on the Maidenhead bank.  As might be 

expected the current proposals are very residentially orientated.   

 

 

 
 

Another view of the proposals for the ñMillsideò apartments 

 

 
 

A restaurant and apartments are proposed for the Skindles site 
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Because of our concerns we have re-established a ñmutual interest groupò to make 

coordinated representations to South Bucks District Council and Berkeley Homes.  

Maidenhead Civic Society have joined with Hitcham and Taplow Society, The River 

Thames Society and other interested parties on an informal but concerted basis. 

 

Our normal schedule of review of applications has continued with comments 

submitted on twelve proposals over the ensuing three months since we last reported. 

 

The most significant scheme was for the Stafferton Way Southern Link Road.  As 

you will be aware, the decision to proceed has already been made, and our 

observations on the scheme can be viewed on our website.  There is little point in 

including them in the Newsletter, as the proposals have been accepted in principle.  

However, it should be noted that there are many issues outstanding which will be 

resolved in the detailed planning stage. 

 

A further two developments in the pipeline are worthy of mention.  At 88/90 

Braywick Road there is a proposal to use back garden infilling and development to 

generate a total of nine dwellings.  There is considerable local opposition and we 

agree that the scheme is overambitious.  There will be a detrimental impact on 

neighbours and the character of the streetscape, unless the number of dwellings is 

reduced.  Further overdevelopment is proposed at 3/5 St Peter Street in Furze Platt 

where there is an application to demolish a current light industrial unit (Enigma 

Visual Solutions) and construct  a total of seven flats. The proposed three-storey 

building is excessive, and is out of scale and character in relation to the adjacent 

listed St Peter's Church.  The parking and amenity space is also inadequate for the 

number of proposed dwellings.  Whilst we have no problem with the proposed 

change of use, we believe the proposal should be scaled back both in height and 

number of flats. 

 

There are two upcoming major developments where there has been pre-application 

consultation.  Firstly, there is a scheme proposed by Claires Court Schools to 

consolidate both their Ray Mill Road East site and College Avenue site onto their 

current Ridgeway Prep School location off Cannon Lane in west Maidenhead.  The 

new campus would extend onto adjacent Green Belt land.  In addition, a state of the 

art ñacuteò hospital facility would also be constructed on the site.  The private 

hospital would be committed to offering 25% of beds to NHS patients.  The main 

entrance to the hospital and campus will be from a new roundabout to be constructed 

at the junction of Farmers Way and Cannon Lane.  It is understood that the College 

Avenue site would be earmarked for transfer as an education facility for the Borough.  

The Ray Mill Road East site would be given over to residential development. 

 

Secondly, there is a proposal to demolish and redevelop the site of the Walton 

Cottage Hotel on Marlow Road/Craufurd Rise.  McCarthy and Stone are market 

leaders in the provision of retirement apartments for purchase.  Currently, there are 

no retirement properties in Maidenhead, where elderly people can live in their own 

property and have access to on-site extra care and/or medical attention.  The proposal 

is for a total of 61 one- and two-bed apartments, with 34 parking spaces.  It is 
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understood that because of the advanced life stage of many occupiers the number of 

resident drivers is limited.  Spaces are more in demand for carers and other visitors. 

 

At this stage we have not made any comment on either the Ridgeway or Walton 

Cottage scheme, and await the opportunity to do so when a formal application is 

submitted.  

 

In our last Newsletter we reported that there was a decision pending on a re-

application for the demolition and redevelopment of Greenfields House which is 

situated on the south-east quadrant of the Stafferton Way/Braywick Road roundabout.  

Regretfully, this overdevelopment has been approved by the Development Control 

Panel, although, as it had previously been allowed on appeal by the Planning 

Inspectorate, it must be assumed that the Borough wished to avoid the cost and 

embarrassment of a further appeal. 

 

Martin McNamee 
 

 

Triangle Take Two: RIBA Design Competition Finds Winner  
Studio Egret West, a London firm of international architects and urban designers has 

beaten off more than 30 contenders to win a Royal Institute of British Architects 

(RIBA) design competition for the redevelopment of the Broadway triangle in 

Maidenhead. 

 

Studio Egret West were the 

unanimous choice of a selection 

panel, impressing the judges with 

their creative flair and level 

understanding of the challenges of 

the site.  Their recent projects 

include a striking new mixed 

development in Clapham (left) 

which incorporates a public library, 

leisure centre, affordable and 

private homes and a doctorôs 

surgery.  

 

The RIBA competition called for 

an architectural practice to bring imaginative thinking to a high quality scheme that 

would sit comfortably in its context.   

 

While illustrations are being kept under wraps for the moment, the £200m Triangle 

scheme will be a mix of retail, commercial, offices and residential with underground 

parking and a new public plaza.  It has remarkable permeability, with improved links 

to Nicholsons, the station and the rest of the town centre.   
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Following the failure of ING to come up with a viable scheme, the triangle site, 

bounded by Broadway, King Street and Queen Street, was acquired in January by the 

London & Aberdeen Group with their long-term financial associates, Smedvig 

Eiendom AS of Norway.  Local businessman Bill Higgins from Burchetts Green is 

the senior partner in London & Aberdeen.  With Smedvig he has formed a new 

company, Ryger Maidenhead Ltd., to take the project forward.   Ryger moved swiftly 

to engage RIBA for the design competition.  The judging panel comprised the new 

owners, representatives of the Royal Borough, PRoM and RIBA.   

 

The competition drew an excellent response.  An original field of 34 was narrowed to 

a shortlist of four ï Allies & Morrison, Eric Parry Architects, Rick Mather Architects 

and Studio Egret West who were each asked to present their design proposals to the 

panel.  Each had put in an impressive amount of work into their submission.  It was a 

close-run thing but Studio Egret West emerged as the outright winner.    

 

Bob Dulson 
 

 

Prize Art Contest to Instil ñPride In Maidenheadò 
The Society has launched an art competition, called Maidenhead and Me, which 

aims to get people thinking about the town and what it means to them.   The resulting 

paintings, drawings and photographs will be exhibited in Nicholsons shopping centre 

in June.  Competitors stand to win up to £250 in prize money. 

 

Home Secretary and local MP Theresa May, who is also a Civic Society trustee, will 

announce the winners on Saturday 21
st
 June ï national Civic Day ï and formally open 

the exhibition of all the entries.      

 

With all the changes planned for Maidenhead, we felt there was no better time to 

consider whatôs important about the townéto reflect on ówhat Maidenhead means to 

meô.  So Maidenhead and Me is designed to raise awareness of the town and the 

community and, we hope, restore a little pride in the place we love.  

 

Full details of the competition, the prizes and how to enter are contained in a pull-out 

entry form in the centre of this Newsletter.  It also tells you how to get further copies 

of the form.  Please draw it to the attention of anyone you think might be interested ï 

as well as having a go yourself, of course.   The closing date is Saturday 14
th
 June.   

Helping the Civic Society in staging the event are Bovilles Art Shop, Enjoy 

Maidenhead, The Nicholsons Centre, Maidenhead Advertiser and the Louis Baylis 

Charitable Trust.  We are very grateful indeed for all the help and support.  The 

generous sponsorship also means we are able to offer some very attractive cash prizes 

in both categories. 

 

NB: If youôd like to lend a hand and help to staff the exhibition sometime during its 

two-week run in June, Joyce Delasalle would be delighted to hear from you.   

 

Bob Dulson 



                      9 

Future Events 
 

As you will have read in the Chairmanôs Foreword the BBC Tour planned for June is 

a sell-out, but we have no more Society outings planned at the moment.  However, 

Members may be interested in the talks and events planned by the Society and other 

organisations in the neighbourhood: 

 

Heritage Open Day at Bisham Abbey - Thursday 11th September 2014 
Those of you who have never visited Bisham Abbey now have an opportunity to do 

so.  The management at the Abbey have agreed to open on Thursday 11
th
 September 

for the Heritage Open Day (HODS) scheme funded by English Heritage and 

organised by the Civic Voce, Heritage Alliance and National Trust.  2014 is the 20
th
 

anniversary of the scheme. 

 

Both the Abbey and All Saints Church, Bisham, will be open on that day; more 

details will be available in a later Newsletter.  Both are open because once the priory 

church has been demolished in the mid C16th subsequent owners of the Abbey 

extended the nearby parish church to provide a place for their memorials.  These 

include not only the Hoby Chapel with its fabulous armorial glass and Hoby 

monuments but also many memorials to the Vansittart family who lived at the Abbey 

from C18th. 

 

The Civic Society will be managing this event.  If anyone would like to be trained as 

a guide please let me know (phone 01628 620280) or contact us via the website.  

Training will take place at Bisham on 29
th
 June and 13

th
 July.  If you are thinking 

about it come to the talk  A Virtual Tour of Bisham Abbey on 3
rd
 June (details below).  

 

Henley Archaeology & Historical group 
Tuesday 3

rd
 June 2014, at 7.45 pm.  ñA Virtual Tour of Bisham Abbeyò 

Illustrated talk by Ann Darracott (of Maidenhead Civic Society!).   The venue is the 

stable barn of the former Kingôs Arms pub in Henley.  Access is from the Waitrose 

car park and the entrance is from the small extension to the car park near to Market 

Place.  The lecture room is on the first floor.  Admission is £3.00 payable at the door. 

 

Maidenhead Archaeological & Historical Society; 2014 Programme of 
Summer Outings 
Saturday 10

th
 May 2014.  Hampshire: Portsmouth Historic Dockyard & Mary Rose 

Museum.  Coach Departs Maidenhead:  8.00am.  Cost:  £35.  We will get to see the 

hull of the Tudor ship with the preserving sprays now switched off, through windows 

into a ñhotboxò. Themed galleries depict the lives of the crew on board. 

 

Saturday 14
th

 June 2014.  Warwick: Royal Leamington Spa & Kiftsgate Court 

Gdns.  Coach  Dep Maidenhead: 8.00am.  Cost: £29 (non-NT extra).  We will have a 

one hour guided walking tour of Royal Leamington Spa by a member of the 

Leamington Historical Society.  In the afternoon we go to Kiftsgate Court Gardens 

set 600ft up in the Cotswolds. 
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Saturday 12
th

 July 2014.  Warwick: Stratford upon Avon & Coughton Court (NT).  

Coach Dep Maidenhead: 8.00 am.  Cost: £25 (non-NT extra).  Free time for coffee or 

exploration until 11am when we rejoin the coach for a guided tour of famous houses.  

Then on to Coughton Court, one of the last remaining Catholic houses to retain its 

historic treasures. 

 

Saturday 6
th

 September 2014.  Milton Keynes: Bletchley Park Manor.  Coach 

Departs Maidenhead: 8.00 am.  Cost: £34.  We visit the former British Intelligence 

Code-breaking centre to see the famed Enigma machine and the Computer that broke 

the codes of the German and Japanese military.  

 

Non-Members are warmly welcome (a one-day membership fee of £1 applies, to 

cover insurance).  On all outings, the coach will pick up in Boyn Hill Avenue, where 

there is parking as well as in the side roads.  Further Information:  Derek Salter 01628 

529280. 

 

Archaeology In Marlow 
Thursday 22

nd
 May 2014 at 8.00pm. ñThe King under the Car Park: The Search 

for Richard IIIò.  A talk by Mathew Morris of University of Leicester.  In February 

2013 a team from the School of Archaeology and Ancient History at the University of 

Leicester announced to the world that they had found the grave and last resting place 

of Richard III of England who had died 500 years earlier at the nearby Battle of 

Bosworth Field.  Mathew Morris was field director on the dig and will talk about the 

archaeology that led to this amazing announcement and how the evidence was pieced 

together to produce a vivid picture of Richardôs final moments on the battlefield and 

his hurried interment in Leicesterôs Greyfriars Church. 

 

Copies of óRichard III: The King under the Car Parkô by Mathew Morris & Richard 

Buckley will be available on the night. Mathew will be happy to sign any copies 

purchased. 

 

Venue: Liston Hall, Chapel Street, Marlow, SL7 1DD.  Tickets: Ã5 (Ã4 AIM 

members) will be available on the door.  For more details of the event please contact 

John Laker 01628 481792, or email him at johnlaker@thamesinternet.com, for more 

information. 

 

Taplow Court 
To celebrate SGI-UKôs 25 years at Taplow Court, Cliveden Road, the house and 

grounds will be open to the public on Sunday 18
th
 May from 1-5 pm.  Admission and 

parking free.  There will be ñGlorious Life Chorusò performances at 2, 3 and 4pm.  

Refreshments will be available ï or bring a picnic.  Taplow Court will also be open in 

the afternoons (2-5 pm) on Sundays 1
st
 June, 6

th
 July, 3

rd
 August and National 

Heritage Day, 15
th
 September.  Taplow Court was the residence of William Henry 

Grenfell, Lord Desborough, in Edwardian Times.  The Civic Society was the first 

group permitted the visit the house 25 years ago when the house was renovated. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


